
Extract from Hansard 

[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 22 March 2012] 

 p1164c-1165a 

Mr Bill Marmion 

1] 

PERTH ZOO — TRICIA THE ELEPHANT 

Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [9.12 am]: It is always a pleasure to share 

good news, with an update on one of Western Australia’s most treasured residents, Tricia the Asian elephant. On 

24 January, Tricia turned 55. For an Asian elephant, this is considered her twilight years. Despite her advancing 

years, Tricia is doing extremely well and her health is good, thanks to the high-quality care she receives from the 

dedicated team of elephant keepers and veterinary staff at Perth Zoo. Tricia and her keepers celebrated her 

birthday with thousands of members of our local community at a special event at the Zoo.  

Many Western Australians have fond memories of Tricia over the many years she has been living at Perth Zoo. 

According to the records, I am informed that Tricia arrived in Perth from Vietnam via Singapore in January 

1963. Of course, much has changed since 1963. At the Zoo there has been a dramatic shift in attitudes, animal 

exhibits, day-to-day management of animals, diets and veterinary care. The elephant exhibit that Tricia shares 

with her female companion, Permai, and neighbouring male elephant Putra Mas features a swimming pool, 

scratching posts, drinking fountains, mud wallow and heated barns. These facilities are now considered essential 

for caring for complex and intelligent animals such as elephants, and indeed are a prerequisite for holding 

elephants throughout Australasia. At Perth Zoo, elephants have a comprehensive enrichment program designed 

especially for elephants. This provides physical and mental stimulation and includes a daily exercise program, 

painting sessions, bathing in the pool, mud baths and daily scrub down. Tricia herself enjoys an hour-long walk 

through Perth Zoo grounds every day. When people visit, they can often see Tricia walking the zoo grounds with 

the zookeepers.  

Over the years Tricia has provided immeasurable joy to millions of local, interstate and overseas visitors. In 

2010–11 alone, over 611 000 people visited Perth Zoo. In addition, Tricia is an important ambassador for her 

species as the Zoo educates visitors about the predicament of Asian elephants. Asian elephants are endangered in 

the wild and have a fairly bleak outlook as forest areas throughout Asia diminish. Through fundraising by the 

Zoo and thanks to strong community support, Perth Zoo raised nearly $300 000 in 2010–11 for wildlife 

conservation projects, including for Asian elephants. Through this fundraising, Perth Zoo supports an excellent 

program run by zoo partner the Frankfurt Zoological Society. This program works with local people to mitigate 

elephant–human conflict in villages in Indonesia.  

Mr Speaker, as you can see, the nature of zoos has changed enormously, and Tricia has been a part of this 

change. Tricia will always hold a special place in the hearts of Western Australians. I wish her many more 

birthdays.  

 


